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American Education Week 
AMERICA’S schools have always recognized the basic virtues in- 
herent in moral and ethical behavior as the indispensable founda- 
tions of the good life. They advocate no creed, but teach respect 
for every creed. They exalt faith in God — by whatever name 
he is called. They set forth the ideals of brotherhood and adher- 
ence to the Golden Rule — tenets of all the great religions of 
the world. They strive in many ways to build wholesome attitudes, 
worthy ideals, and sound traits of character. Moral and spiritual 
values are integral parts of many of the lessons of literature, 
science, history, music, and other subjects. Fair play, respect for 
the rights of others, courtesy, and many other values are stressed 
in out-of-class activities and in the personal guidance which is 
given by all good teachers. The foundations of good character 
are the joint concern of home, church, and school.—IVAN A. 
BOOKER in Good Schools Are Your Responsibility, National Edu- 


cation Association, Washington, D. C. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Women Do too Much ‘‘Outside’’ Already 





Lack of Information? 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Your editorial entitled ‘‘A Note to the 
W-O-C"" (Oct. 12) contains such amazing 
statements that, as I read, I was sure you 


would finish by saying, ‘‘Ladies, this is not 


to be taken seriously, it is another of our 
tongue-in-the-cheek statements. What we 
REALLY mean to say is—‘Why do gifted 


Presbyterian women give the FIRST of their 
time and talents to secular organizations, 
and the leavings—if any—to their church?’ "’ 

Mr. Editor, read the roster of the govern- 
ing boards of civic groups in your town and 
be informed. Presbyterians are in the ma- 
jority on all Boards. And as for Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts—Presbyterian women are 
challenged by these activities and gladly give 
them leadership, as they do to other char- 
acter-building and philanthropic enterprises 
promoted in their community. The only 
trouble is, it's hard for an enthusiastic Pres- 
byterian woman to know when to stop and 
give the FIRST of the fruits of her labor to 
the Lord's work. 

As I am one of the hundreds who have felt 
a civic responsibility to render unto Caesar— 
I rise to deplore your lack of information on 
this subject and to advise you to do some 
research. 

A WOMAN OF THE CHURCH, 

(Chm. Training and Personnel, 
1943-1947; Commissioner, 1947- 
1949; Treasurer, 1949-1950; Local 
Council, Girl Scouts of America). 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 





Thousands More 
In Saying— 
Let Presbyterians Reunite* 


(Continued from last issue) 
Stuart D. Currie 
Fulton, Mo. 


H. N. Clark 
Horseshoe, N. C. 


Mr & Mrs. S. K. 
Emurian 
Norfolk, Va. 


Arnold A. McKay 
Raeford, N. C. 


J. Wm. Schwenk 
Chas. P. Johnson 
Dale E. Jackson 
Clarence Ficken 
Arthur Krueger 
Walter Ll. Brown 
Independence, Mo. 


Mary L. Thompson 
Jos. L. Thompson 
Blacksburg, Va. 


H. R. Barnett 
Lake Village, 


Jos. W. Conyers 
Gainesville, Fla. 


Ark. 


Add My Name 


Street & Number 


RI UNIO: cs scausnasendiinanivasicacaiiglsanniniiacatansieininicienitide 


*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians 
Reunite! summarizing an editorial series, with 
more than 140 signatures, will be sent free of 
charge for a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Or, 25 for 25c; $1 per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 


1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 


@ NOTE—We did not for a moment over- 
look the sort of service here described, but 
we know of few such organized groups (W- 
O-C) taking a definite responsibility for en- 
listing the active leaders of these community 
activities for young people; furthermore, we 
are still thinking of those hundreds of com- 
munities where there are organized groups of 
church women and not a Scout organization 
of any kind. Of course, if a Christian leader 
could not engage in this sort of work as ‘“‘the 
Lord’s work,” she ought not to do it. 


Elders Dislike Anti-Union 
Printed Matter Sent Them 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

At our last Session meeting we had a very 
lengthy discussion on the Plan of Church 
Union. There was no one there who was well 
informed. All of the information that we 
have received has been against church union 
and has been very inflammatory. 

abot Ee suggests that I write you for 
information favorable to the reunion of the 
Presbyterian Church. 
LOUISIANA ELDER. 





Mr. John an elder in the 
church in ..... .. Says that all the 
materials they have gotten concerning Pres- 
byterian union have been against union. He 
would like to see some of the articles favor- 
ing union... . 


VIRGINIA MINISTER. 


@ NOTE—Orders can be filled immediately 
in any quantity for The Case for Union, 10 
for $1 (minimum order), or $6 per 100; OR 
two (2) each of all items on union (including 
The Case for Union) for $1 (minimum). 
Outlook, 1 N. 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 


Case for Union 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

4 . Many thanks for The Case for Union. 
It is very enlightening, well-prepared and 
informative. No stones unturned, no ques- 
tions unanswered. It is a MUST for every 
Presbyterian. 

L. B. HARVELL. 
Petersburg, Va. 


Others say it like this: 

100—Fulton, Mo. 50—Petersburg, Va. 
50—Lynchburg, Va. 50—Miss. 
50—Pensacola, Fla. 40—Anderson, S. C. 
100—Bluefield, W.Va. 200—Alexandria, La. 


50—S. C. 100—Kansas City, Mo. 
25—Tenn. 50—Kansas City, Mo. 
25—N. C. 100—Mangum, Okla. 
50—Va. 100—Clarendon, Tex. 
25—Miss. 10—Knoxville, Tenn. 


200—Memphis, Tenn. 100—Little Rock, Ark. 
50 copies—Nashville, Tenn. And thousands 
more. ... 


Beer and Liquor Ads 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

The Women of the Church of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Staunton, Va., have 
authorized me as Secretary of Christian Edu- 
cation to write you about a matter which 
should be very close to the heart of every 
one of us—the welfare of the youth of our 
land 

We are greatly troubled and aroused over 





the beer and wine ads which through their 
false propaganda—so attractively and insidi- 
ously presented —are bound to have far- 
reaching effects for evil upon the youth of 
America. 

Now that liquor interests can invade our 
homes over radio and television they have a 
large, fresh field from which to gain new and 
innocent victims. 

If the women of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church would band themselves together in a 
concerted effort to protest the beer and liquor 
commercials, we would do much to encourage 
radio and TV to seek other sponsors. 

The Christians of our land—those whose 
names are on the rolls of the churches— 
control 79% of the wealth of the U. S. We 
can dictate to radio and television about their 
programs, sponsors, etc., if we desire. They 
give us what they believe we want. It is a 
business proposition with them. 

Many of us as individuals are writing our 
protests to TV and radio networks. We hope 
to arouse other churches in our section to do 
likewise. We solicit the help and prayers of 
all Christians throughout our Southland. 

oad ANNE ARCHER (Mrs. 
Geo. B.) TULLIDGE. 
Staunton, Va. 


In Industrial Areas 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
The letter regarding the need in industrial 
areas struck a responsive chord in me (OUT- 
LOOK, Oct. 19). 
Knowing nothing about 


plants as we have gone to the colleges. Hav- 
ing, say a chapel service each morning or 
each noon-hour or during any available time. 
Perhaps some nearby ministers with the aid 
of good Christians in the group might under- 
take the responsibility. 


MRS. E. N. KEARNEY, JR. 
New Orleans, La. 


Another Foreman Book 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 
We are hoping that you will print the se 


ries of Dr. Foreman’s ‘‘Foreordination and 
Freedom.’’ If you do, we should like to 
have 18 copies. You may consider this as an 
order. 


SAN FRANCISCO. 


If you publish the series, please send me 
one copy. 
U. T. SEMINARY STUDENT. 


If the series is to be published I want 2 
copies to use in instructing officers as they 
prepare for ordination. 

N. C. MINISTER. 


At least 100 copies. 
MINISTER. 


I enjoyed reading the articles on Fore- 
ordination and Freedom by Dr. Foreman. I! 
would like to have one copy if they are 
published. 

COLUMBIA SEMINARY STUDENT. 


I certainly want a copy as soon as they are 
available. 
TAMPA LAYMAN. 


Please send me five copies. 
JACKSONVILLE LAYMAN. 


@ INQUIRY: If this is published as 4 
booklet, how many copies would you want at 
not over $1 each; possibly 50c?—Eds. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act of March 


3, 1879. 
ary, and fourth week, August. 


Telephone 2-9492; night, 4-5554. 


10c a copy, $4.00 a year. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, Janu- 
Foreign postage $1 extra. ase §g 
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Second Rural Church 
Contest Announced 
For Apr. 1 Deadline 


Communities Under 5,000 


Are Eligible to Enter 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—Opening of the 
second annual contest to determine the 
South’s Rural Church of the Year was 
announced by G. Ross Freeman, direc- 
tor of the Town and Country Develop- 
ment Program at Emory University’s 
Candler School of Theology here. The 
program is sponsored by the Sears Roe- 
buck Foundation of Chicago (OUTLOOK, 
Aug. 10). 

Churches of all communions are eligi- 
ble to compete for 130 cash prizes if 
they are located in communities of 5,000 
inhabitants or less in one of the 13 
Southern states, Mr. Freeman said. 

Purpose of the awards, Mr. Freeman 
said, ‘‘is to recognize worthy achieve- 
ment in rural areas and to stimulate 
further development as a contribution 
to a stronger America.”’ 

Churches wishing to be judged in the 
contest were urged to submit progress 
reports by next April 1. An evaluation 
committee will study these reports and 
select a Rural Church of the Year in 
each of the 13 Southern states. 

State winners will receive a _ $300 
award, and be eligible for an additional 
$300 to be given the one named South- 
wide Rural Church of the Year. In 
addition, 52 second-place prizes of $100, 
four in each state, and 65 third-place 
prizes of $50, five in each state, will be 
awarded. 

A total of 1,329 churches participated 
in the 1952 contest. The 32-member 
Methodist church at Egypt, Miss., won 
the all-South award. 


2,500,000 Copies of 
Revised Bible Sold 


New York (RNS)—Nearly 2,500,000 
copies of the Revised Standard Version 
of the Bible have been sold since its 
publication a year ago, it was announced 
here by Thomas Nelson & Sons, the pub- 
lishers, 

William R. McCulley, president, said 
that in the history of the publishing in- 
dustry no other book, fiction or non- 
fiction, has ever made such a sales 
record. 


Laymen’s Day Widely Observed 


Estimate 100,000 Protestant Churches Hear Lay Speakers 


New York (RNS)—Laymen filled the 
pulpits of some 100,000 Protestant 
churches across the nation on Laymen’s 
Sunday (Oct. 18), it was estimated here 
by Wallace C. Speers, who said it was 
the largest number ever to participate 
in the annual observance. 

Mr. Speers is chairman of the Lay- 
men’s Movement for a Christian World, 
which began in 1942 to promote the 
third Sunday of October as Laymen’s 
Sunday. Since last year, the National 
Council of Churches’ general depart- 
ment of United Church Men has joined 
in sponsoring the observance. 

President Eisenhower, a member of 
the Laymen’s Movement, sent a mes- 
sage in advance of the observance offer- 
ing his best wishes for the success of 
“this inspiring program.” 

“Your concern with enhancing the 
role of the individual in religious ser- 


vices,” he said, “is to be highly com- 
mended. I know that the services con- 
ducted throughout our nation on this 
Laymen’s Sunday will admirably serve 
this purpose.” 


Mr. Speers said the men who took 
part in the annual service had “grown 
spiritually by thinking through their 
own convictions and taking their stand 
in the community through public ex- 
pression of their beliefs.” 


“At a time when events have over- 
whelmed mankind with a rising cres- 
cendo of discord,” he said, “salvation 
comes to mean physical survival on 
this earth as well as the conditioning 
of the soul preparatory to entry into 
the Heavenly Kingdom. The only power 
capable of permanently controlling the 
destructive potential of atomic fission 
is the spirit of God in man.” 


Y. P. Montreat Conference Changed 


High School Groups Will Meet Regionally; College Plans Talked 


Changes in summer conferences for 
leading high school age young people 
will result in the termination of the 
Montreat school and the establishment 
of several—four or five—regional con- 
ferences beginning next summer. 


This decision was announced by the 
Assembly’s Board of Christian Educa- 
tion at its fall meeting. The new plan is 
designed to reduce travel expenses and 
also to make it possible to bring pres- 
bytery council members to the school, 
whereas only synod council members 
have been eligible to attend heretofore. 


The Westminster Fellowship section 
(college age) will likely hold its confer- 
ence in early June at a center to be 
announced. Plans for this conference 
are conditioned upon a paid registration 
of 200 by next May 3. 


Additions for Dallas 


Constant increases in business in the 
Dallas bookstore have required the 
Board to consider the best way to fi- 
nance the addition of two additional 
floors to the three-story building erected 
two years ago. (The Assembly sets the 
budget for its agencies and does not 
allow expenditures beyond that figure.) 

Plans are going forward for the At- 


lanta store which is scheduled to open 
after January 1 in the Presbyterian 
Center. Paul E. Newey has been named 
manager of the store and Verita Barnett, 
formerly of the Dallas store and now 
assistant to the Regional Director of 
Christian Education in Florida, will be 
merchandise and sales manager, 


The Atlanta store will serve Florida, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi and parts 
of Louisiana and Tennessee. 


The synods of Missouri and Arkansas 
were divided by the Board in allotting 
regional directors and each synod will 
now have its own. This leaves only the 
regions of Texas-Oklahoma and Ken- 
tucky-West Virginia jointly served. 


Instead of holding four meetings a 
year, the Board has set three—in Febru- 
ary, June and October. The October, 
1954, meeting will be held in New Or- 
leans in connection with the men’s con- 
vention if details can be worked out. 
This would be the first meeting ever 
held outside Virginia, where the cor- 
poration is chartered. 

The Montreat building and bookstore, 
to cost approximately $43,000, was begun 
recently but work was stopped tempo- 
rarily when difficulties were encountered 
in the subsoil. 








Union Talks Reported 


The Board was told by its executive 
secretary, Marshall C. Dendy, that the 
recent meeting in Atlanta in regard to 
Presbyterian Union when representatives 
of Boards of Christian Education from 
the three negotiating churches met re- 
vealed ‘‘no insuperable difficulties in 
bringing together the work of the Boards 
of Christian Education.”’ 


The Boards of Christian Education and 
World Missions voted some time ago to 
send S. J. Patterson, Jr., secretary of 
men’s work, to the mission fields in 
Formosa, Japan and Korea but Dr, Pat- 
terson has had to decline because of an 
automobile accident and subsequent loss 
of time. 


John L. Fairly, religious education 
secretary, reported pressing needs on 
the staff for additional help in leadership 
education and for directors of Christian 
Family Life, Camps and Conferences, 
and Recreation. 

For the six months of the current 
church year, ended Sept. 30, business 
operations showed sales profits at $107,- 
066 compared with $89,451 last year at 
the same time. 


New Jersey Presbytery 


Raises Ministers’ Salaries 


New Brunswick, N. J. (RNS)—Minis- 
ters of the 42 congregations in the New 
Brunswick Presbytery were assured an 
annual salary of at least $3,600, plus 
manse or living accommodations, when 
the presbytery adopted that figure as a 
minimum at its annual meeting here. 

(The General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, had earlier rec- 
ommended a minimum figure of $3,000 
to its presbyteries throughout the coun- 
try. Average cash ministerial salary in 
the denomination was reported to be 
$3,470 in 1950.) 

New Brunswick Presbytery aiso urged 
that churches provide their pastors with 
a ‘‘reasonable’’ expense account to cover 
automobile operation costs, purchase of 
books and special supplies. 

An assessment of 70 cents a year upon 
members of all congregations was voted 
to assure support of the presbytery’s 
new home for the aged at Haddonfield, 
N. J. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, as recorded from a radio-telephone panel, 
are John H. Marion, Bon Air, Va., pastor; Rachel Henderlite, of the 
Assembly’s Training school faculty; Joseph L. Auten, pastor at the 


Lakeside church, Richmond, Va. 


editor. 
PERSECUTION OF THE JEWS 


Is the persecution of the Jews a 
penalty for their rejection of Jesus? 


MARION: Most emphatically not. I 
think we do a great disservice not only 
to the Jews but to ourselves and the 
cause of human brotherhood if we cher- 
ish any such ridiculous notion as that. 
The Bible does say, of course, that Jesus 
“came unto his own and his own re- 
ceived him not,’’ but my guess is that if 
we and other modern Gentiles had been 
in the Jews’ place back there we would 
probably have rejected him just as vio- 
lently as he was rejected by his own 
people. So far as the persecution of the 
Jews since that time is concerned, I 
would say it is due not to any Divine 
penalty imposed on them but simply to 
human frailty and prejudice. Not God 
but misguided men have been responsi- 
ble. And while it may hurt our pride to 
confess it, the church must shoulder a 
sizable share of the blame. Too often 
Jews have been slandered and perse- 
cuted by people who bore the Christian 
name, not because the Jews deserved 
that sort of punishment but rather be- 
cause their opponents failed to feel and 
display the real spirit of Jesus. Driven 
by intolerance and ill will, they perse- 
cuted Jews merely because they be- 
longed to a different religion and a differ- 
ent group from their own. 


a 


Moderator is THE OUTLOOK’S 


MODERATOR: I often feel we might 
safeguard that a little bit in telling Bible 
stories, and sometimes in preaching. As 
we tell many of those stories, particu- 
larly leading up to the crucifixion and 
others about the rejection of Jesus, we 
tell them in terms of the Jews. They 
were doing it not as Jews but as people, 
and it was the human element involved 
that was significant: What is important 
is that men reject him today or put him 
off as others have done, as people, not 
as Jews. 


HENDERLITE: It is also true, is it 
not, that the Christian church was made 
up at the beginning of Jewish people. 
The twelve disciples were Jews. It was 
not merely those who rejected him but 
those who accepted him and cherished 
the precious memories that we have who 
were also Jews. 


INTERCESSORY 


What is the meaning of the word 
‘intercessory’’? 


AUTEN: Very simply, the word in- 
tercessory means to meet someone for 
the sake of another, and as applied to 
prayer as it is used in Scriptures and 
our religious experience, intercessory 
prayer is to meet God in prayer for the 
sake of someone else. 





Presbyterians Condemn 


Sale of Liquor In Messes 


Los Angeles (RNS)—The Presbytery 
of Ios Angeles has unanimously adopted 
a resolution condemning the sale of 
liquor to commissioned and non-com- 
missioned Army officers at their messes, 


The resolution, copies of which were 
sent to the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
President Eisenhower, said ‘‘the prac- 
tice of drinking such liquor is debasing 
to the individual and to the nation as a 
whole.”’ 


It quoted press accounts reporting 
Army plans to allow liquor to be sold at 
open messes to bring ‘‘the Army into 
line with the practice already observed 
by Navy and Marine Corps and soon to 
be adopted by the Air Force.”’ 


The resolution urged cancellation of 
the order for Army, Navy, and Marine 
Force messes and prevention of Air 
Force adoption of the practice. 





A YOUNG MAN called upon me tonight 

who wishes to enter our ministry. He 
has come out of the movement to which 
he belonged, a rather rigid militaristic 
ecclesiastical set-up, but alas! he wants 
to join us for all the wrong reasons. He 
likes the informality of our services; he 
wants a church where he will not be 
compelled to attend ministers’ meetings 
and conferences; he covets a sphere in 
which he will not be under the thumb 
of a superior officer. When he listed 
all the advantages our church offers, I 
began to feel quite ashamed of it! How- 
ever, he may have expressed himself 
badly. 
frustration of having to make converts 
to an organization rather than to the 
Christian faith. I counselled him to 
attend our church for a year as a wor- 
shipper before he committed himself any 
further.—PETER PARSON in The Brit- 
ish Weekly. 


SYNOD CORRESPONDENTS 








OUTLOOK correspondents in the various 
synods, to whom news items may be sent 
at least a week before the dates given 
below, are as follows: 
jot tabama, Alexander Henry, Fairfield, Dec. 


Appalachia, George Webb, Knoxville, Jan. 5. 
Arkansas, T. B. Hay, Little Rock, Jan. 12. 
Florida, Paul Edris, Daytona Beach, Jan. 

* Georgia, W. B. Clemmons, Columbus, Jan. 

\ Kentucky, Paul M. Watson, Hopkinsville, 


Louisiana, Parks W. Wilson, Baton Rouge, 
Yov. 3. 
eae. J. Walton Stewart, Natchez, 
Yov. 10. 

Missouri, Wm. E. Phifer, Jr., Kansas City, 
Nov. 17 


North Carolina, C. Lynn Brown, Raleigh, 
ov. ; 
Oklahoma, Walter A. Bennett, Oklahoma 
City, Dec. 1. 
South Carolina, F. W. Gregg, Rock Hill, 
Dee. 8. 
Tennessee, Ralph M. Llewellyn, Murfrees- 
boro, Dec. 8. 
Texas, Hubert H. Hopper, Dallas, Dec. 15. 
Vir inia, A. H. Hollingsworth, Roanoke, 


Dec. 22. 
West Virginia, A. D. Ellison, Jr., Prenter, 
Dec. 22. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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THE MODERATORS SPEAK 











If We Want Union—and Love Our Brethren 


HE ATLANTA MEETINGS, Septem- 

ber 30 to October 1, were very sig- 
nificant. A total gathering of over fifty 
included the Joint Negotiating Commit- 
tee of the Presbyterian Churches, U. S., 
USA, and U.P. together with Board and 
agency representatives from the three 
bodies, and the three Moderators. A 
brief report of progress was issued to 
the press. The discussions, off the rec- 
ord, were carried on with a fine, frank 
spirit. I would like to give some per- 
sonal observations and impressions : 


(1) All felt that the exchange of ideas 
and problems between the _ various 
Boards and agencies of the three Pres- 
byterian communions was most worth- 
while and should have been initiated 
sooner. However, there were definite 
obstacles until the three Assemblies had 
authorized such a conference and set a 
definite time for the vote on Union. 
Officers and secretaries of the Boards, 
especially in our church, now feel much 
freer to express their own opinions and 
suggestions and these are sincerely wel- 
comed by the Negotiating Committee. 


(2) As a result of the Atlanta discus- 
sions several important changes in the 
Plan of Union will be considered in the 
final revision which is to take place at 
Cincinnati November 11-13. Among these 
are: (a) Clearer definition of the time 
table and procedures for gradual merger 
of Boards and agencies if Union is ap- 
proved. (b) Equal representation of the 
three Churches (20-20-20) on the Special 
Committee (not Commission) on Con- 
solidations, which is to be elected by the 
three Assemblies and to begin its work 
immediately in June 1955 if Union re- 
ceives a favorable vote; representatives 
of the various Boards and agencies will 
work closely with this Committee in the 
gradual transfer of responsibilities to 
the united organizations. 


Regional Planning 


(3) Article 8 of the Concurrent Decla- 
rations (page 16 in The Plan) dealing 
with ‘‘decentralization’’ will be further 
clarified and the principle of regional 
planning, promotion and offices will be 
emphasized. There is nothing now in 
the Plan to prevent ‘‘regional synods’’ 
if they are deemed wise at a later time. 

(4) Speakers for our Boards and agen- 
cies stated that although opinions might 
differ on the principle of union, yet 
questions of the tenure of secretaries and 
Staffs and of vested property interests 
should not be a factor in the discussions. 
Also, comparative statistics of the three 
churches, though stressed by some, 
Should not be used as an argument 
either way. The problem of different 





*The Assembly’s Moderator writes a 
monthly letter, recounting his experi- 
ences in visiting the church-at-large. 
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administrative policies and promotional 
methods is more serious but even here 
the discussions revealed ‘‘no insuper- 
able obstacles to working out the details 
of union’’ if the three Assemblies agree 
on the basic principles. 


(5) In the proposed Form of Govern- 
ment (Plan, p. 159), a new first question 
to licentiates at ordination is included, 
regarding Trinitarian belief. It was in- 
teresting to find that the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, has already added this to 
its present Book of Church Order, by 
vote of its General Assembly. 


(6) The viewpoints and questions of 
Atlanta Presbytery representatives were 
given full and earnest consideration. 


(7) This was my first experience in a 
meeting of the Negotiating Committee 
on Union. I was impressed with the 
tremendous amount of thought, time, 
labor, and prayer that has gone into 
these negotiations for 15 years, to bring 
us to the present point. I saw veterans 
in the negotiations, such as Dr. T. K. 
Young and Dr. Frank Caldwell and 
heard them testify again to the con- 
tinual willingness of the USA Church, 
and more recently the U.P. Church, to 
meet any difficulties presented by the 
U. S. representatives. This spirit was 
certainly evident in the Atlanta discus- 
sions. 


(8) Since the three General Assem- 
blies have all unanimously approved a 
vote on the Union question in 1954, any 
suggestion that the vote be again post- 
poned would seem unwise and also a 
breaking of faith with our sister com- 
munions. The basic question will be de- 
cided one way or the other within the 
next two years. 


Progress of the ‘‘Education 
Program” 


I am happy to find that many synods, 
presbyteries and local groups of minis- 
ters and church members are planning 
for special gatherings in which the Plan 
of Union will be debated. I hope that 
all such meetings will include a time of 
earnest prayer, that God may deepen 
our love for one another in spite of vary- 
ing opinions and clearly reveal his will 
to our whole church. As my father 
wrote me recently, ‘‘What we seek is 
not so much a triumph of this or that 
numerical majority as a triumph of 
love.”’ 

I should like to make one further sug- 
gestion regarding the studies and dis- 
cussions. Let the fundamental idea of 
Presbyterian reunion be given more 
earnest consideration. Let those who 
oppose Union not argue simply against 
this or that detail in the Plan which, if 


changed, would still not make the whole 
Plan or principle of union acceptable to 
them, but show why union itself is 
wrong. Let the proponents of union de- 
bate not simply the merits of the present 
Plan but give cogent reasons why a 
united church would bring blessing to 
our own communion and make the Pres- 
byterian faith a greater spiritual force 
in our nation and in the world. 


The Desire Is Basic 


If there is a widespread desire for 
union and love for our Presbyterian 
brethren in America, union will come 
and details of the merger can be worked 
out. If the desire is not prevalent in 
our church and the love for our sister 
communions is not strong enough, union 
will not come soon and the details need 
not engage too much of our time and 
attention. 

In all the discussion may we keep 
humble before God, remembering that 
the parable of the Pharisee and the 
publican may apply to churches as well 
as to individual believers. 

Pamphlets favoring and opposing 
union are available for those who wish 
to study or debate the question. The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 
ville, N. C., has about twenty different 
booklets and leaflets, from one cent to 
25 cents each, presenting arguments 
against Union. A complete list or set of 
samples may be secured from the Jour- 
nal office. The Presbyterian Outlook 
office in Richmond has on hand a num- 
ber of leaflets, such as ‘‘Let Presby- 
terians Unite—Why?’’ (one cent each) 
and the recently published ‘‘Case for 
Union’ (ten cents). Other materials 
will be issued soon. Out of the church- 
wide discussions should come some good 
papers deserving of wider circulation. 

Our Synods. Next week I shall speak 
at the Synod of Florida, the seventh such 
engagement during the past few weeks. 
I sent messages of greeting to other 
synods which I was not able to attend. 
In my next letter I hope to share some 
interesting highlights and experiences at 
these vital church courts and also at 
various local church gatherings. Here 
I mention a few general impressions. 

A number of synods are considering 
summer sessions next year on account 
of the new calendar church year. Verbal 
reports of Assemblies and synods causes, 
educational institutions and such, are 
being streamlined, but the often-excel- 
lent written reports are, I fear, read by 
a small minority. (One way to bury 
important facts is to put them in a 
published report!) I was impressed by 
the place given in programs to good 
informative and inspirational addresses 
and the appreciation with which they 
are received. Homes for children and 
the aged are now important synod en- 
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terprises. Special financial campaigns 
for institutions rely strongly on synod 
and presbytery support, both in money 


and interest. 


It seems to me that laymen are taking 
a more active part in synod affairs. 
Some synodicals plan their meetings at 
the same place and time as synods, but 
the voice of the earnest laywoman is 
little heard in synod deliberation. In 
some synods the introduction of new 
ministers is made an impressive oc- 
casion. Synod fellowship is unique and 
stimulating. I wish that good attend- 
ance could be maintained until adjourn- 
ment, but I have not yet seen this 
achieved. Five synods now have central 
offices and full-time secretaries; thirty 
presbyteries have such provision. The 


plan facilitates and strengthens the work 
of the church courts. 


Encouraging News from Chapel Hill. 

In my ‘“Moderator’s Message’’ last 
month I urged that the church unite 
in prayer this year for several special 
objects. Among these is the Presby- 
terian Church of Chapel Hill, that the 
events which have unfortunately tran- 
spired may, in the providence of God, 


result in a stronger Christian witness 
and influence in that great university 
center. 


A friend writes: ‘‘We now have the 


strongest as well as largest resident 
membership this church has ever had. 


Everyone is optimistic. The church is 
almost full at both services Sunday 





Either 


The Danish theologian, Kierke- 
gaard, has a provocative little piece 
on ‘‘Either—Or’’ or ‘‘What Says the 
Fire Chief?’’ Ere this I’ve mentioned 
it to you and I do so again today, for 
it sets in clearest focus the urgency 
and the irreparable judgment of the 
present moment on our task as par- 
ents and teachers and pupils in our 
church school. Whenever a fire 
breaks out, says Kierkegaard, 
“hardly is the cry ‘FIRE’ heard be- 
fore a crowd of people rush to the 
spot, nice, cordial, sympathetic, help- 
ful people. One has a pitcher, an- 
other a basin, a third a squirt, etc., 
all of them nice, cordial, sympathetic 
people, so eager to help put out the 
fire. 


“But what says the Fire Chief? 
The Fire Chief, he says—yes, gener- 
ally the Fire Chief is a very pleasant 
and polite man: but at a fire he is 
what one calls coarse-mouthed—he 
says, or rather he bawls: ‘Get out 
of the way with your pitchers and 
squirts.” And then, when these well 
meaning people are perhaps offended 
and required at least to be treated 
with respect, what then says the Fire 
Chief? Yes, generally the Fire Chief 
is a very pleasant and polite man, 
who knows how to show everyone 
respect that is due him; but at a 
fire he is rather different—he says, 
‘Where the deuce is the police force?’ 
And when some policemen arrive he 
says to them, ‘Rid me of the pesky 
people with their pitchers and 

*In a sermon at Grace-Covenant 
church, Richmond, Va. 
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or 


squirts; and if they won’t yield to 
fair words, smear them a few over 
the back, so that we may be free of 
them and get down to work.’ 


“So then at a fire the whole way of 
looking at things is not the same as 
in everyday life. Good-natured, hon- 
est, well-meaning, by which in every- 
day life one attains the reputation of 
being a good fellow, is at a fire 
honored with coarse words and a few 
over the back. 


“And this is quite natural. For a 
fire is a serious thing, and whenever 
things are really serious, this honest, 
good-intention by no means suffices. 
No, seriousness applies an entirely 
different law: Either-Or. Either thou 
art the man who in this instance can 
seriously do something, and _seri- 
ously has something to do— or, if 
such be not the case, then for thee 
the serious thing to do is precisely to 
get out.’’ (The Attack upon Christen- 
dom, by Soren Kierkegaard). 


So is it today for the church and 
her youth and her whole program of 
Christian education when the world’s 
on fire. The seriousness of the situa- 
tion compels the application of the 
law—either/or. Good intentions are 
not worth a continental. The streets 
of hell are paved with them. Either 
let the church get down to the seri- 
ous business of the nurture of her 
young and the proclamation of her 
message and the practice of her faith, 
or let the contemporary church hon- 
estly shut up shop! Jesus is Judge, 
and Judgment begins at the house of 
God. 








morning. Dr. Frank P. Graham is stay- 
ing with our church, and helped to serve 
communion on October 4. We have re- 
ceived 84 new members since July 5, 
A total of 63 have transferred their mem. 
bership to the ‘Community Church’ 
(where Charles Jones is now pastor). On 
September 27 we elected nine elders, 
and on October 11 we will elect dea- 


cons.’’ This spring the Chapel Hill Pres- 
byterian Church reported 399 members. 


Dr. Robert J. McMullen is the devoted 
acting pastor, pending the calling of a 
new pastor. ... 


Stealing Churches 
By HOMER A. TOMLINSON* 


All our lives we have been building 
backslidden 
preachers feel they were doing God’s 


churches only to have 
service to throw us out, take our build- 
ings, change the name of the church, 
the doctrine,’ lead simple people astray. 
I felt that day had come to a close, 
with the Scripture that teaches plain- 
ly, “Thou shalt not steal.” The day for 
stealing automobiles and horses is over, 
without contemplating the penalty, and 
right there at————came the day and the 
hour when boastful, shameless back- 
slidjen preachers could learn to stop 
stealing our church buildings. It is best 
for them to know it now and for sure. 


As backslidden preachers 
steal churches and people, mean men 
will up 
thrones and governments and lead them 
the downward path like Hitler and 
Mussolini did. In fact utterly shameless 
men rose up and “stole” the Church 
of God the same year that Hitler stole 


long as 


rise and steal nations and 


Germany and Mussolini stole Italy. 


Those days are over, let us all be 
Hitler and Mussolini 
and the man that “stole” the Church 
of God paid the full horrible penalty 


for their crimes! Let any others with 


firmly warned! 


such things in mind now realize they 
cannot lie to the Holy Ghost any more, 
and should 
Annanias and Sapphira (Acts 5th). 


well learn the lesson of 


There will be no more mob rule in 
the Church of God, the Lord giving us 
grace. There will be government, anl 


law and order. 


*Bishop and General Overseer, The 
Church of God (OUTLOOK, Sept. 28.) 
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@ A layman looks at a much-discussed document 


and calls it in line with historic Presbyterianism 


AUBURN, ORTHODOXY AND UNION 


NE occasionally hears arguments 

against church union which base 
themselves primarily upon the so-called 
“heretical” Auburn Affirmation of 
1924, a document signed by one-eighth 
of the clergy of the “Northern” church 
in that year. Opponents of union de- 
scribe this document as though it “de- 
nied the basic foundation doctrines of 
the Christian faith.” On the strength 
of such a reading of the Auburn Af- 
firmation, unsupported by further evi- 
dence of reasoning, then, there have 
been those who dismiss the entire USA 
church as “heresy-tainted.” They then 
proceed to call upon loyal Presbyterians 
to repudiate union. As a loyal Presby- 
terian layman, who favors church union 
and who has carefully studied the Au- 
burn statement, I feel impelled to call 
attention to the following facts on 
heresy and orthodoxy within Presby- 
terianism. 


Follow Confession and Bible 


If the Auburn Affirmation denied the 
“basic foundation doctrines,” then so 
must the Westminster Confession of 
Faith and the Bible, for all of the 1260 
“heretical” signers went on record as 
follows: 


At the outset we affirm and declare our 
acceptance of the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, as we did at our ordinations, 
“as containing the system of doctrine 
taught in the Holy Scriptures.’’ We sin- 
cerely hold and earnestly preach the doc- 
trines of evangelical Christianity, in agree- 
ment with the historic testimony of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America, of which we are loyal minis- 
ters. For the maintenance of the faith of 
our church, the preservation of its unity, 
and the protection of the liberties of its 
ministers and people, we offer this Affirma- 
tion. 


And note this further declaration of 
loyalty to the historic faith of the 
church: 


We all hold most earnestly to these great 
facts and doctrines; we all believe from our 
hearts that the writers of the Bible were 
inspired of God; that Jesus Christ was 
God manifest in the flesh; that God was in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto him- 
self, and through him we have our re- 
demption; that having died for our sins 
he rose from the dead and is our ever- 
living Savior; that in his earthly ministry 
he wrought many mighty works, and by 


*A member of the Emory Church, 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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his vicarious death and unfailing presence 
he is able to save to the uttermost. 


Where is there any heresy here? Both 
statements are _ explicity orthodox. 
Furthermore, a careful reading of the en- 
tire document in close conjunction with 
the historic position of Presbyterian- 
ism fails to disclose to me any heresy. 
Indeed, the entire purpose of the Af- 
firmation was to maintain the author- 
ity of the traditional Presbyterian sys- 
tem of constitutional government and 
the long-established Presbyterian stand- 
ards of orthodox doctrine—the Westmin- 
ster documents—rather than to narrow 
these down to a shallower and less ex- 
tensive doctrinal base. 


A Constitutional Question 


Quite clearly, then, the Affirmation 
signers were opposing the unconstitu- 
tional elevation of five brief contem- 
porary statements of belief to a posi- 
tion seemingly superior to that of the 
Westminster Standard as a whole, in 
the examination of the candidates for 
the ministry. In taking such a stand, 
the signers were quite clearly defend- 
ing classical Christian orthodoxy, for 
the Westminster documents are our 
great bulwarks against the perils of 
current fashions, whether the current 
fashions of immediate danger are Fun- 
damentalism or Modernism. Thus Dr. 
Henry Sloane Coffin, a signer, wrote: 


“There was no one of us who prepared 
that Affirmation who does not accept con 
amore the Confession of Faith as containing 
the system of doctrine taught in the Holy 
Scriptures, and who does not accept the 
Scriptures as the Word of God, the only in- 
fallible rule of faith and practice.’’ 


Now let us state the matter simply 
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and directly: The Auburn Affirmation 
may be heresy according to the beliefs 
of the Baptists, the Disciples, the Epis- 
copalians or the Roman Catholics, but 
according to historic Presbyterian and 
Calvinist standards it is clearly ortho- 
dox. As a Southern Presbyterian dea- 
con, proud of the great heritage of 
Calvinism and steeped in its traditions, 
I say with all my heart that the Auburn 
Affirmation should in no sense be taken 
as an obstacle to union between two 
orthodox Presbyterian churches. 





Another Presbyterian 
Election...and Another 


Electing a Presbyterian seminary 
professor in Ireland is no simple under- 
taking, as indicated here Oct. 5. At the 
General Assembly the process was 
started when six men were nominated 
as professor of Church History at the 
Presbyterian College in Belfast. Four 
of these were eliminated on early votes 
and finally the result was declared a tie 
between W. I. Steele and J. M. Barkley, 
with 375 votes each. However, irregu- 
larities were noted when it was discov- 
ered that some men had mistakenly 
used proxies and another vote was 
scheduled for this fall. 


Members of the Assembly came from 
the far-reaches of Ireland for the sec- 
ond election. In addition to Mr. Steele 
and Dr. Barkley, Robert Allen was also 
nominated. The first ballot showed: 
Barkley, 301; Steele, 240; Allen, 190. 


However, after the second ballot, after 
a delay of some 20 minutes, when the 
Moderator, Principal J. E. Davey, as in- 
structed by the Assembly, declined to 
cast his vote, it was announced again 
that the result was a tie. 

Next effort—next June. 
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EDITORIAL 


Our Readers’ Patience 


During the past year our readers 
have needed a full measure of pa- 
tience, as we have, through the force 
of circumstances, made fundamental 
printing changes several times. This 
week we are making others which we 
hope will be more satisfactory in the 
long run from the point of view of pro- 
duction, accuracy, stability and economy. 

With the disturbances caused by our 
fire last January, removal and subse- 
quent return, plus the usual pressures 
and limitations, and the printing 
changes through which we have gone, 
our good friends and readers have been 
loyal and understanding. We hope they 
bear in mind that in all we are doing 
we are seeking better ways to serve 
them in providing the news while it is 
still news. 

For unfailing support and encourage- 
ment. we are deeply grateful. 





Layman and His Church 
Wilbur La Roe, Jr., Washington law- 


yer, Presbyterian, USA, elder and a 
former Moderator of that Assembly, is 
well-known to our readers, not only as 
one of our contributing editors but as a 
leading Christian layman in our nation. 

All these friends and many new ones 
will be glad to know of the availability 
of Mr. La Roe’s book, “The Church We 
Love.”’* A few years ago he wrote 
“Lawyer-Moderator.” Now, in the same 
friendly, personal vein he writes in the 
warmest, most engaging fashion, like 
this: 


“Nothing in my whole life of more than 
six decades has meant as much to me as 
Many years ago I fell in love 
with the church, and the passing of the 
years has increased my love. So great is 
my obligation to the church that I feel 
under a duty to try to put into words what 
it has meant to me. For I long to have 
others get from the church what I have 
gotten and to be convinced, as I have 
been convinced, of the indispensability of 
Christ's gospel in dealing with the great 
issues confronting our world today. Only 
the church can save our Christian civiliza- 
tion. My great fear is that our Christian 
culture may be lost because of the in- 


the church. 


adequacy of our discipleship. Hence this 
book."’ 

So, in good straightforward lan- 
guage, this layman writes out of a 


loving heart, urgently, persistently ex- 
alting the church and the church’s 
Lord. Other laymen will be challenged 
by it, ministers inspired. 

*Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville 
and New York, 79 pp., $1.25. 


Presbyterian Ways 


A recently published volume from the 
Orfice of the General Assembly fills a 
great need in our church. The volume is 
called Presbyterian Polity and Proced- 
nres and it has been compiled by P. J. 
Garrison, Jr., assistant stated clerk.* 

This volume picks up the summary of 
Assembly actions where it was left off 
by the 1930 book, Presbyterian Law and 
Procedure by J. D. Leslie, or rather, it 
includes what the earlier work had and 
brings it up to date. It is a study of 
the government of our church, based 
upon the official actions of the General 
Assembly and its adopted standards, or 
as modified by special measures. It 
answers many questions which are 
raised or have been raised and, where 
action has been taken, the final word 
uttered by the Assembly is given, There- 
fore, as a reference and as a companion 
work to the Book of Church Order it is 
of the greatest value. 

It is to be hoped that later editions 
will include several corrections or addi- 
tions which are to be noted, some minor 
and some of more consequence. To go 
through the book and look at these, let 
us follow the pages: 

31—In regard to receiving members 
from other denominations it is unfortu- 
nate that the discussion of former Ro- 
man Catholic members vomits the As- 
sembly action of 1949 (G. A. Minutes, 
page 57) which specifies that these mem- 
bers be received upon confession of 
faith. ‘‘If the candidate is satisfied with 

*John Knox Press, Richmond, Va., 190 
pp., $3. 





his baptism, at the discretion of the 
session his baptism may be deemed 
valid.”’ 

35—On the requirement that Sessions 
grant letters of dismission there appears 
to be a lack of harmony between two 
statements: one saying that ‘‘dismis. 
sion to any other church of our own de. 
nomination or to any other church rec. 
ognized by our own as a true branch of 
the Church of Jesus Christ’’ is manda- 
tory if requested by a member in good 
standing and the other saying that ‘‘cer. 
tificates of dismission to churches not 
connected with this Assembly . . . could 
not be demanded as a matter of legal 
right.”’ 

37—A note from the file of the Stated 
Clerk suggests that a member can, un- 
der certain circumstances, receive a 
certificate of dismissal in blank when a 
note is entered on the records that he is 
no longer a member. This, however, is 
in direct conflict with Par. 305 which 
rules against such dismissals. A men- 
ber is a member of his former congre- 
gation until he is received into another 
and there is no provision for letters in 
blank, 

38—Paragraphs 3 and 4, saying that 
names cannot be dropped from _ the 
church roll appear to overlook Para- 
graph 262 (BCO) which provides that 





upon request of a member against whom | 


there are no charges pending a name 
may be removed from the roll or trans- 
ferred to the retired roll. 


41—This volume says, ‘‘The Presby- 
terian system does not permit the use of 
godfathers or godmothers in the sacra- 
ment of infant baptism.’’ It is certainly 
not customary or in line with our pro 
cedure but it might be more accurate to 
say recognize or provide for here. 

147—-Perhaps the most serious item in 
the book is Chapter XI on the Ownership 
of Church Property. This volume sets 
out to give, and generally follows, the 
deliverances of the General Assembly as 
establishing our polity. Therefore, it is 
out of harmony with the remainder of 
the volume and foreign to our concep 
tion of polity (interpretations laid down 
by the General Assembly) to speak of 
“‘two utterly diverse views’’ on_ this 
question. One view or ‘‘the other view” 
may describe what some but not all 
hold; the question is, what has the Gen- 
eral Assembly said and done in its re 
peated actions. There is no question 
whatsoever, as evidenced by the 1953 
Assembly and all former ones. It has 
been clear that the congregation owns 
its property—so long as it is in the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. If it should 
leave the Presbyterian Church, U. S., it 
would also leave its property, or in the 
case of a split congregation, the prop 
erty goes to the group remaining in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 

171—Paragraph 4 and paragraphs 3-4 
in Section VI, page 172, appear to be in 
conflict in dealing with substitute mo 
tions. 

In a work so large as this, dealing 
with so many details and involved sub- 
jects, the marvel is that so few errors 
occur. The church is indebted to Mr. 
Garrison and to the Assembly’s office 
for th's helpful volume. 
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TWO HUNDRED IN THE POOL 
BUT HE DROWNED ALL THE SAME 


By KENNETH 


“I look to the right and watch, but 
there is none who takes notice of me; 
no refuge remains to me, no man cares 
for me.’’—Psalm 142:4. 


N A CROWDED DAY at a city 
Oo swimming pool last summer, when 
at least 200 persons were in or around 
the pool, a boy drowned. No one was 
with him, no one saw him go down. 
No one knew he could not swim, 
perhaps he did not know it himself. He 
had swimming trunks on, of course, so 
that he conveyed the illusion of being 
able to look out for himself. No one 
realized what was happening till he was 
dead. He lay at the bottom of the pool 
for some time before being discovered. 


Two hundred pairs of eyes, but not 
an eye for that one boy. 


This is a sad parable of life. The 
world is crowded with people intent upon 
their own affairs, while within arm’s 
reach are persons who are going down 
for the last time. The despairing swim- 
mer is made more acutely aware of his 
sinking condition by the presence of so 
many who seem quite able to keep on in 
life’s swim. 

When a man’s plans have collapsed 
and he does not know which way to turn, 
it seems that wherever he goes every- 
one else seems to be making and carry- 
ing out plans with success. At the very 
moment when he is at a dead-end, he 
hardly overhears a conversation that 
does not include or imply some cheerful 
plan for tomorrow, next week, next year. 
People seem so engrossed in their own 
plans that they do not notice how his 
have broken. 


PERSON whose family has been 

divided by divorce, whether the 
husband or the wife or ‘‘only’’ one of 
the children, on a journey by bus or 
train will find his heart torn at every 
stop, by seeing reunions or partings that 
speak of strong family ties. All the 
families around, all the families from 
here to journey’s end, seem to be happy 
and united, while this one family has 
gone down in despair. The others were 
too happy to notice the panic in this one 
or to do anything about it in time. 

One whose health has been broken, 
who has perhaps just come out from a 
doctor’s office with the dark verdict 
still benumbing the mind, is bewildered 
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and almost shocked by the health of 
everyone around. Crowds .of healthy 
people, while I am doomed! is the cry of 
inner protest. The strong in mind do 
not notice the tremors and despairs of 
the mentally sick, the strong in body, 
the so-called extraverts, are not ex- 
traverted enough to see and sympathize 
with the physically weak. 


One has the feeling of drowning all 
alone in the midst of a crowd every- 
one of whom can swim. 


A father and mother who have lost a 
child, though they may not wish to be 
self-centered and rebellious, neverthe- 
less for a long time can be hurt by the 
sound of children’s laughter. Children, 
children everywhere . . . families with 
more children than they can take care 
of . . . and then ours must be taken. 
Everyone else can forget so soon. Even 
the lost child’s playmates will presently 
be happy again. But the father and 
mother cannot so easily forget. 


ORE TRAGIC than any of these 

troubles is the despair of the soul. 
On a street where churches raise their 
spires every few blocks, in a city where 
every bookstore sells books on peace of 
mind, in communities where no one else 
seems to have any pains of the spirit, 
someone will be struggling deeper and 
deeper in dark waters, desiring to find 
God and not finding him, burdened by 
sorrow and sin, finding neither inward 
peace nor outward assurance, going 
down in a choking despair, all in the 
midst of a Christian community where 
others seem to be habitually at peace, 
victims of despair in the midst of com- 
munities of faith. These persons are in 
worse case than the others. For a 
break-up of plans may be read in the 
paper, the divorce may be a matter of 
public record, the loss of health or of a 
loved one cannot be hid. But the drown- 
ing of a soul is silent, there is no outcry, 
one does not wear one’s heart on one’s 
sleeve. No man cares for my soul—how 
can he? No man ever sees my soul. 


So long as my body occupies its fa- 
miliar place, very few—even few par- 
sons—will inquire about my soul. 
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When the officials of the city looked 
into the death of that boy at the pool, 
two conclusions were obvious. One was 
that the parks needed more competent 
lifeguards, young men and not mere 
boys—men who could keep their eyes 
open for swimmers and for drowners 
too, not only for future Miss Americas. 
The other conclusion was the need of a 
‘‘buddy system”’ for everybody, without 
exception. Nobody had seen the boy 
drown because no one came with him, 
no one knew him. The buddy system, 
by which swimmers are paired off two- 
by-two, so that every single person in 
the water has at least one pair of eyes 
turned often in his direction, is not a 
new one, but the boy had not heard of it 
and the park had not enforced it. 


There will be some accidents in the 
best of systems; but without the buddy 
system there will be many more, 


This is again a parable. What can be 
done for these lone, and sinking souls, 
going down in the midst of happy, busy 
crowds? We need more alert lifeguards. 
The minister of a church is the ap- 
pointed lifeguard of his community. Not 
of his ‘‘saints’’ alone, though too many 
of these can scarcely manage a stroke 
of faith. It is a poor lifeguard who looks 
out for good swimmers only. If there 
is any truth in the commandment, Love 
thy neighbor, then outside the church 
but within the shadow of its walls are 
those whose lives are the responsibility 
of the church. Most church members 
are too busy to notice, yes; but the min- 
ister has been relieved of toil for his 
daily bread precisely in order to have 
the leisure to look about for those about 
to drown. Strong swimmers will come 
to the rescue; but it is the minister’s 
business as lifeguard to send the call for 
help. 


The ideal church is one where the 
minister Is alert to such emergencies, 
and where there are rescue squads of 
strong Christians ready always to 
come with help. 


And we need the buddy system. This 
is a world with too many cross-currents 
for lone swimmers. A church can do 
no more Christlike work for individuals 
than to take constant thought for its 
community, person-by-person, to see that 
there is none so alone that he will 
have reason to say, No man cares for 
my soul, 
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CHURCH NEWS 
Texas Synod Asks 





Long-Range Plans 


A major study of the nine institutions 
related to the Synod of Texas was pre- 
sented at the recent meeting of the 
synod at Highland Park church, Dallas. 
In this 97-page volume, summarizing the 
investigations of the synod council’s 
committee on research, the chief sum- 


mons is to greater long-range planning. 


Synod adopted a resolution calling 
upon these institutions to become more 
concerned “with what their programs 
should be ten years hence.” 

The study shows considerable ad- 
vances in physical improvements dur- 
ing the past six years—a_ half-million 
dollars a year spent on physical im- 
provements while endowments increased 
by a million and a half. 

The report, however, warns against 
assuming that financial stability is to 
be the determining test, saying, “An 
institution might have become almost 
completely obsolete and still be able 
to turn in a good financial report.” 

In its test of the Christian character 
of educational institutions the study 
poses some penetrating questions which 
get beneath the usual standards ad- 
vanced and declared that “the tug 
toward secularism and materialism is 
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By Cecilia Margaret 


strong, even on the campuses of church 
schools and colleges.” 

In getting its Child Placement Agency 
in operation, the synod ordered that 
“children shall be placed in the Pres- 
byterian Home and School on recom- 
mendation of the Child Placement 
Agency, only with the full cooperation 
and approval of the Board of the Home 
and School.” This agency is to supervise 
child placement for institutional care, 
foster home care, or in adoptive homes. 


Talk Austin-Louisville Merger 


Austin Seminary’s trustees were 
asked to discuss with the trustees of 
Louisville Seminary the possible merg- 
ing of the two theological institutions. 

The Texas seminary faculty reported 
that all students are now required to 
take comprehensive examinations—New 
Testament in the Junior (first) year; 
Old Testament in the Middle year. 

Courses are now being offered in the 
seminary for directors of Christian edu- 
cation and weekday kindergarten teach- 
ers as a part of the Graduate School 
of Church Vocations. It is also planned 
that these eventually will be provided 
for in this school: missionaries, student 
workers, church business administra- 
tors, directors of church music and 
Bible teachers in the public schools, in 
cooperation with the nearby University 
of Texas. 

The current campaign for Negro 
Work was reported at $175,442 on a 
Texas goal of $256,620. It was thought 
that much of the remaining $81,077 
would be contributed during the next 
three years through the budgets of the 
churches. 

A benevolence budget of $942,985 was 
approved for next year, of which total 
$529,615 is for Assembly causes. 
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Cities Show Great Growth 

Graphic evidence of the challenge of 
growing cities was presented by the 
Urban Work committee in the Church 
Extension report. These figures show 
that for the first time in its history 
Texas has become predominantly urban 
—the 1950 census showing 62.7% of its 
population in cities. The ten-year popu- 
lation gain of 20.2% was almost en- 
tirely in cities. Of 57 urban areas 
in the South having 50,000 or more 
population, 16 are in Texas. There are 
21 urban areas having more than 200,- 
000 people. Six of these are “border” 
cities, in all but one of which the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, has more 
churches than the U. S. Of the remain- 
ing number, six are in Texas and only 
in El Paso is the USA church stronger. 

Of nine cities in the South with a 


gain of 50% or more, four were in 
Texas: Houston, 51.6% Ft. Worth, 
59.8% El Paso, 51%; and Corpus 


Christi, 77%. 

Enough new people are coming into 
several of these areas, it was pointed 
out, to justify the organization of one 
or two new churches every year. 

A survey made last year in three 
Brazos Presbytery areas recommended 
the organization of 14 churches, 

New urban churches were organized 
last year in Midland, Big Spring, Dallas, 
Corpus’ Christi, Victoria, Rockdale, 
Houston and two in San Antonio to ac- 
count for one-sixth of the new churches 
organized during the same time 
throughout the General Assembly. 

The Christian Relations committee 
suggested organizational procedure 
whereby a session and presbytery can 
be alert to help in disasters—as in the 
tornado in Waco and San Angelo this 
year. 

Establishment of an office for an ex- 
ecutive secretary of church extension 
wos authorized by the synod and it was 
vo‘e? that such an executive secretary 
be employed as soon as practicable. 

S.nod expressed its deep appreciation 
and commendation of three _ Latin- 
American churches that assumed their 
‘ull support during the past year. 

L. R. Klein, a Highland Park elder 
was synod’s moderator. Nominee for 
that post next year is Cecil H. Lang, 
Dallas Presbytery’s executive secretary. 
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The only possible “guarantee” of success in a church building fund 
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congregations. 


Your church deserves the best obtainable. Look for a firm which belongs 
to the American Association of Fund Raising Counsel, which sets the 
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The only valid insurance that your campaign will succeed, aside from 
what you yourselves put into it, is the quality of the trained men involved 
in its direction, and the firm behind them. No one can offer more. Your 
church can’t do with less. 
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lain Wilson Abroad @ No. 62 in a series on congregational singing 


HYMN SERVICES 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


NOTE—Friends of Professor Iain Wil- 
son of Davidson College (OUTLOOK 
Pulpit, July 6) will be interested in this 
item about him during his summer’s 
vacation in Britain.—Eds.) 


The Scots go to sea as engineers and 
to the States as professors. It is a great 
pleasure to meet them when they come 
‘thome’”’ though it really can’t be said 
that a man who has settled, and, with a 
charming Virginian lady (all Virginian 
ladies are charming), started a family, 
has come “home’’ merely because he 
has come here. Iain Wilson (Professor 
Iain Wilson of Davidson, N. C.), who is 
not unknown to ministers of the Church 
of Scotland (he was one of them), has 
been back picking up the threads and 
giving his friends the very real delight 
of his company and conversation. The 
Authors’ Club has seen him several 
times in company with a group of mem- 
bers including Dr. Nathaniel Micklem 
and Ronald Gregor Smith. Indeed, the 
talk was so consistently absorbing that 
this group of fraternizers were the other 
day finally asked to leave the dining 
room. Merely, of course, because 3:30 
is long enough for a lunch to last. 

One can never tell whether everyone 
would find a place as pleasant as it is 
reported to be, but if Davidson is as 
pleasant a community as Iain Wilson 
says it must be one of the happiest towns 
on earth. Yet, as they know in Moffatt, 
Tain Wilson makes things happy merely 


Many congregations upon occasion 
spend an entire service singing hymns. 
Usually the hymns are centered upon a 
theme and are interspersed with appro- 
priate prayers, scripture readings, and 
connective comments. Frequently a 
choir, quartet, or soloist is present to 
lead the singing. 

Such services may be brief ten-minute 
parts of a fellowship supper or a half- 
hour inspirational service of the wom- 
an’s or youth’s group or an hour serv- 
ice of worship on Sunday. Incidentally 
some congregations have a series of 
these musical services, perhaps on the 
first Sunday evening of each month or 
for the four Sunday evenings of a par- 
ticular month. 

In planning such services, it is prob- 
ably wise to begin and end with a fa- 
miliar hymn. In fact, the majority of 
the hymns perhaps ought to be at least 
moderately familiar so that the congre- 
gation will have a sense of satisfaction. 
Each detail of the service should be 
meticulously planned. Vigorous hymns 
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should be alternated with quieter ones 
for a change of mood. The singing 
could be varied by using several des- 
cants, faux bourdons, and varied ac. 
companiments and the occasion could be 
used for a brief comment on the mean- 
ing of these musical devices. Stories of 
several of the hymns might be in order, 
All comments, however, should be brief, 
clear, and interesting. Omit certain 
stanzas or have the congregation read 
occasional ones to rest their voices. 


Let the choir or quartet sing some of 
the stanzas or hymns. I heard of one 
musical service recently where the choir 
came out of the chancel and scattered 
among the congregation. The presence 
of these experienced singers in their 
midst gave new courage and enthusiasm 
to the laymen. 


We do not have space to give detailed 
plans for these services. However, they 
can be planned by anyone who is imagi- 
natively interested in hymnody. The 
topical, authors, and composers’ in- 
dexes will be of real help in discovering 
appropriate hymns. I shall list a num- 
ber of topics and give a few suggestions 
as hints in developing the idea. 


Hymn Tunes of Great Composers. 
Beethoven—Hymn to Joy; Bach—Pas- 
sion Chorale; Mendelssohn—Consolation; 
Schumann—Canonbury; Siebelius — Fin- 
landia; 
ine; 


amples of famous hymn tunes found in 
the better hymnals. Other appropriate 
music of these composers might be 
played in recorded form or by actual 
performers, 


Hymns Based on Psalm 23. The Lord’s 
my Shepherd; The King of Love my 
Shepherd is; Savior, like a Shepherd 
lead us; In Heavenly love abiding; and 
He leadeth me are each based in vary- 
ing degree on the Shepherd Psalm. 


God in Nature. St. Francis’ All crea- 
tures of our God and King; Fairest Lord 
Jesus; This is my Father’s world; and 
The spacious firmament on high are but 
a few of dozens of hymns dealing with 
the natural world. Projected slide pic- 
tures of beautiful natural scenes are 
sometimes used to emphasize concepts 
in the hymn stanzas. 


History of the Chrstian Church in 
Hymnody. Seven or eight of the signifi- 
eant eras of Christianity could be 
sketched and emphasized by appropri- 
ate hymns. The basic list of 150 hymns 
which appeared in these columns last 
winter was arranged chronologically and 
would be a help in selecting hymns of 
historic importance. 


(Continued next week). 
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GOOD STEWARDS OF GOD'S GIFTS 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for November 15, 1953 
Psalms 24:1; Levit. 25:18-22; Malachi 3:7-10; I Cor. 16:2 


We are concerned this quarter with 
Bible teachings for a better world. One 
of these teachings, basic to an under- 
standing of our Christian responsibility, 
and essential if we are indeed to build a 
better world, is the teaching, repeated 
again and again in the Bible, that man 
is a steward responsible to God for the 
gifts which he has put at his disposal. 
Four of the many passages bearing on 
this theme are included in our present 
lesson, 


1. God’s Ownership, Ps. 24:1 


There are at least three views that 
men may take, and which many do 
take, regarding the ownership of ma- 
terial things. The first view is that 
what I have belongs to me and I may 
do with it what I please; the second 
view is that what I have belongs to the 
state, which may do with it what it will. 
Prevalence of one or the other of these 
views is responsible for much of the evil 
that there is in the world. The third 
view is that what { have belongs to God, 
and I must use it as one who some day 
will be called upon to give an account of 
his stewardship. This last is the view of 
the Bible. 


The basis for this point of view is 
found, among other places, in Psalm 
24:1: ‘The earth is the Lord’s and the 
fulness thereof. . . .’”’ The fulness there- 
of means all that is in it. Moffatt trans- 
lates, ‘‘All that earth holds.’’ The world 
and all its resources. If the earth is 
the Lord’s, then we dwell upon it and 
hold our titles only as tenants at will; 
as leaseholders upon a most precarious 
tenure; as stewards, obligated to use that 
which has come to our hands in accord- 
ance with his holy will and for the good 
of the whole, 


This latter thought is suggested by 
the second part of the verse: ‘‘The 
earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein.’”’ Israelites were inclined to 
forget this fact, to think that the seed of 
Abraham were his only people and their 
Promised Land his only concern, ‘‘What 
a rebuke is this,’’ cried the great Eng- 
lish preacher, Charles Haddon Spurgeon 
many years ago, ‘‘to those wiseacres 
who speak of the Negro and other de- 
spised races as though they were not 
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cared for by the God of heaven! If a 
man be but a man, the Lord claims 
him, and who dares to brand him as a 
mere piece of merchandise? The mean- 
est of men is a dweller in the world and 
therefore belongs to God. Jesus Christ 
has made an end to the exclusiveness of 
nationalities. There is neither barbarian, 
Scythian, bond nor free, but we are all 
one in Christ Jesus.’’ God shows no 
partiality, Peter declares in Acts 10:34 
(RSV); he shows no partiality to any 
race or class or nation or denomination. 
‘‘The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein.’’ Those of us who have been 
granted possession of some of the world’s 
goods therefore must use them for the 
good of all, 


Said a college professor: 


‘“‘When a man makes his life one long tale 
of hard and cruel selfishness he is at every 
moment misusing a vital energy which at 
that very moment, God is giving to him. He 
takes a gift, warm with the touch of God, 
and soils it with his own selfwill. 


‘‘When a man sinks into vice and wallows 
in depths, he is prostituting a vitality which, 
at that very time, is coming to him fresh 
from the pure hands of God. 


‘‘When a man breaks out in furious pro- 
fanity, he is using the very strength which 
God is giving him at that instant to hurl back 
defiance into his face. 


“When God made free persons to live in 
the world he made creatures who could use 
his constant and marvelous gift of life, his 
perpetual creation which keeps man alive in 
the world, the intimate and wonderful gift of 
his immanent presence, in soiling and de- 
filing ways, a deadly and dastardly prostitu- 
tion of the noblest gifts just as they come 
with the breath of God upon them.’’ (Quoted 
in Tarbell’s Teachers Guide) 


“T will place no value on anything 
that I have or possess,’’ said David 
Livingstone, ‘‘except in relation to the 
kingdom of Christ. If anything I have 
will advance that kingdom it shall be 
given or kept, as by giving or keeping 
it I shall best promote the glory of him 
to whom I owe all my hopes both for 
time and eternity.’’ That is the steward- 
ship of life and possessions that follows 
naturally from the Psalmist’s words: 
“‘The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness 


thereof, the world and those who dwell 
therein.”’ 


ll. Man’s Use, Leviticus 25:18-22 


Israel’s legal code contained in the 
Book of Leviticus was concerned among 
other things with man’s use of the land 


which God had entrusted to him. It 
must have periods of rest, even as man 


himself. To carry out this principle it 
was ordered that every seventh year be 
observed as a Sabbatical year, and every 
fiftieth year as a year of Jubilee. The 
land on both occasions was to lie fallow. 
In addition, in the year of Jubilee the 
land was supposed to revert to its origi- 
nal possessors of their descendants. 


“The year of Jubilee was thus to be a 
sort of new birth for the whole nation, when 
the inequalities of the preceding period would 
be removed. This law put a check on covet- 
ousness and, if enforced, would prevent the 
accumulation of huge estates in a few hands, 
such as took place in ancient Rome and in 
other ancient nations.”’ 


In Leviticus 25:18-19 there is a prom- 
ise that if these provisions for the land 
are carried out, the Israelites will dwell 
in the land securely and find abundance 
for all their needs. Verses 20-22 offer 
additional assurance that the land which 
is given periodic rest and kept in the 
hands of many small proprietors will 


bring forth enough in the years when it 
is tilled to carry everyone through the 


years of rest, and through the next year 
until the new crops are harvested. 


But the ideals set forth in Leviticus 
were never put into practice. And other 
fundamental precautions were neglected. 
As a consequence, the Promised Land, 
described by Caleb and Joshua, as ‘‘an 
exceeding good land, a land which flow- 
eth with milk and honey’’ (Numbers 
14:7-8), is now largely barren wilder- 
ness and desert. What happened to 
this and other ancient lands which once 
suported prosperous civilizations? Judge 
William O. Douglass explains the proc- 
ess in his recent book, Strange Lands 
and Friendly People. First there was 
deforestation of the neighboring moun- 
tains (cf. I Kings 5:10, 15) and then the 
destructive grazing of sheep and goats, 
who eat anything, including seedling 
trees (cf, If Chron. 17:11). Deprived of 
both grown trees and seedlings, the soil 
was carried away by erosion. 


Says Justice Douglass: 


‘‘The topsoil of the upland basins has been 
rushed to the sea,’’ ‘‘The slopes have been 
washed by millions of rains and robbed of 
their fertility, so that today nothing remains 
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but miles of rocky expanse. No ranger has 
ridden the hills of Lebanon to watch for 
telltale signs of erosion, to say what basins 
should be grazed, to mark the trees that 
could be cut. For centuries there had been 
no guardians of the public interest in top- 
soil. Men and goats—both greedy—had taken 
what they wanted from the earth.’’ (Quoted 
in Arnold's Commentary, 1953) 


America has been more blessed with 
natural resources than Israel and Leb- 
anon ever were, comments Dr. Olm- 
stead, but already sinful waste has de- 
stroyed much of it. Frontiersmen ate 
only the hump of the buffalo carcass 
and discarded the rest. Now only a 
few of the animals survive under the 
protection of our national parks. 


And what about our other natural re- 
sources? A vast amount of precious 
topsoil is still being washed away in our 
various streams; in some areas forests 
are still being felled much faster than 
they are replaced; private interests are 
still seeking to despoil our public do 
main. The simple remedy proposed by 
Israel’s legislators will no longer suffice 
for our own land. But the principle 
remains the same. Our natural re- 
sources of soil, water, forest, coal, oil, 
uranium, nickel and gold must be util- 
ized wisely, not for the temporary bene- 
fit of the few, but for the lasting benefit 
of the many. Only so can we and our 
children dwell upon the land securely. 
If we would only utilize the knowledge 
we now possess in regard to the tilling 
of the soil and the care of our natural 
resources, and solve the problem of the 
few versus the many, as the Israelites 
sought unsuccessfully to do with their 
provisions for the year of Jubilee, then 
surely the promise would be fulfilled: 
“The land will yield its fruit and you 
will eat your fill, and dwell in it se- 
curely.”’ 


ill. Man’s Return to God 


In the two remaining passages of 
Scripture we have first the Old Testa- 
ment and then the New Testament ideal 
for returning a portion of our income to 
the Lord. 


The Old Testament ideal is a tithe. 
This is explicitly stated again and again 
(cf. Deuteronomy 14:22-27 and Leviticus 
27 :30-32). 


Malachi, one of the last of the Old 
Testament prophets, prophesied some 
seventy years or more after the first 
Jewish colonists had returned to the 
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Promised Land, a few years before the 
return of Ezra and about fifteen years 


before the return of Nehemiah. The 
temple, on whose construction Haggai 


and Zechariah had set their high hopes, 
was still standing (1:10), but the whole 


book shows how deeply the hopes of that 
early day had been disappointed. The 
intervening sixty years or so had been 
years of disillusion, and the situation to 
which Malachi addressed himself was 
melancholy beyond words. There seemed 
to be a cure upon the land (3:9) but it 
went deeper than that. There was a 
light on men’s hearts and on their faith. 
It was an age of religious indifference, 
of moral skepticism and social corrup- 
tion. Malachi was the first man to 
attack the root of this evil. It was his 
work, carried on by Ezra and Nehemiah, 
that resulted in the great revival that 
led the Jews finally to become officially 
and really the people of the Book (Ne- 
hemiah 10). 


Malachi stressed the need for repent- 
ance. If Israel will return unto the 
Lord, he announced, the Lord would 
return unto them (3:7). Evidently the 


people challenged Malachi to show 
wherein they needed to repent. They 
said, wherein snall we return? Malachi 


proceeded to point out one very definite 
respect wherein they needed to return 
unto God. They were in effect robbing 
God by refusing or failing to pay the 
tithe demanded by the law (see above). 
This ‘‘dishonesty’”’ had brought a curse 
in the form of drought and the devour- 
ing locust (vs. 11); let them return to 
God and God would in return send his 
blessed rain in abundance from heaven 
(vs. 10). Their prosperity would be so 
conspicuous that they would be the envy 
of all nations (vs. 12). 


Is the tithe binding upon Christians 
under the New Covenant? There are 
many who insist that it is, but nowhere 
in the New Testament is it said to be 
obligatory, and there are many who 
argue that faith in Christ sets us free 
from any such binding law. On the 
other hand it can be argued that if 
Israelites under the Old Covenant gave 
a tenth of their income to the Lord, we 
who are the New Covenant should give 
at least that much. In any case it is a 
good basis for us to begin to reckon. 
Some may conclude that it is proper for 
them to give less. Many will conclude 
that they should give more. 


Does Malachi’s promise mean that we 
will be materially blessed if we pay the 


tithe? Some Bible students think sg0, 
and there are many who will testify to 
that effect. Others would violently dis. 
agree that this is the Bible teaching, 
or a proper motive for giving. But 
there are other reasons for tithing, Few 
men do know the real joy of giving until 
they do begin to give proportionately, 
Tithers agree as to the spiritual returns 
they receive. What other reasons can 
you advance? 


The New Testament ideal of giving is 
found in I Corinthians 16:2. Paul is giv- 
ing directions here regarding his great 
benevolent project—a collection from the 
churches which he has founded on his 
various missionary journeys on behalf of 


the mother church in Jerusalem. ‘‘Now 
concerning the contribution for the 
saints,’’ he writes, ‘‘as I directed the 


churches of Galatia, so you also are to 
do. On the first day of every week, 
each of you is to put something aside 
and store it up, as he may prosper, so 
that contributions need not be made 
when I come.’’ Here then is the Chris- 
tian ideal—every member of the church 
giving regularly and proportionately, as 
God has prospered him, and each man 
deciding for himself what that protec- 
tion shall be. Under these circumstances 
some might give little; others would 
just as certainly be led to give far more 
than the tithe, demanded of all, rich or 
poor, under the Old Covenant. 


“Ponder the principles of steward- 
ship,’’ urges Earl L. Douglass. ‘If you 
have not incorporated them into your 
Christian life, consider doing so at once. 
There is an indescribable joy ahead of 
you if you will put the Biblical princi- 
ples of stewardship into operation in 
your daily life.’’ 


Says P. Lindemann: 


“True stewardship, comprehends the re- 
sponsibilities of a Christian in all the many 
relationships of life. It takes into account 
every phase of human living. It involves the 
responsibility of the individual to God in the 
matter of all his possessions—time, talent, 
energy, money and life itself. All of man, 
with all his powers and endowments, belongs 
to God. All of life, in all its interests and 
ramifications belongs to God and is without 
qualification to be placed into his service. 
Man is carrying out God’s design regarding 
him when he yields himself as an instrument 
to carry out God’s world plan; otherwise his 
life is being mislived.”’ 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE: Vol- 
ume II—Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteron- 
omy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, I and I 
Samuel. Abingdon - Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville and New York. 1,176 pp., $8.75. 





Readers of these columns are well 
acquainted by now with the general 
character of the Interpreter’s Bible—the 
text of the King James and Revised 
Standard Versions in parallel columns; 
an introduction and exegesis of each 
book by one scholar, the exposition by 
another; text, exegesis and exposition 
all conveniently displayed on the same 
page. 


In this second volume of the series- 
the fifth in order of production—we have 
fifteen distinguished scholars drawing 
on the labors of a host of other men and 
collaborating to help the average student 
of the Bible understand the meaning 
and present day significance of eight of 
the Old Testament books — Leviticus 
through Second Samuel. 


All of the contributors accept what is 
known as the critical approach to the 
Scripture—they recognize that various 
books of the Old Testament have under- 
gone a process of compilation and have 
been edited and re-edited, and that not 
all of the material can be accepted as 
historically accurate. All of them are 
reverent students of the Word, recogniz- 
ing that in the Bible we have the his- 


torical revelation of God who _ has 
wrought in history for man’s redemption. 


Some of the books — Leviticus and 
Numbers, for instance — are compara- 
tively poor in expository material; 
others—Judges, Ruth, First and Second 
Samuel—are absorbing in their interest. 


Modern commentaries on the Old Tes- 
tament—particularly on the books _ in- 
cluded in this commentary—are few. 
None has all the merits of this particu- 
lar volume of the Interpreter’s Bible. 


Introduction, exegesis and exposition 
of Leviticus are by Nathaniel Micklem; 
introduction and exposition of Numbers 
by John Marsh, exposition by Albert 
George Butzer; introduction and exegesis 
of Deuteronomy by G. Ernest Wright, 
exposition by Henry H. Shires and Pier- 
son Parker; introduction and exegesis of 
Joshua by John Bright; exposition by 
Joseph R, Sizoo; introduction and exe- 
gesis of Judges by Jacob M. Myers; 
exposition by Phillips P. Elliott; intro- 
duction and exegesis of Ruth by Louise 
Pettibone Smith, exposition by James T. 
Cleland; introduction and exegesis of I 
and II Samuel by George B. Caird, ex- 
position by John C. Schroeder and Ganse 
Little. 
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HOW TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN, By 
Samuel M. Shoemaker. Harper & Broth- 
ers, New York. 158 pp., $2. 


Dr. Shoemaker has given us a most 
helpful little book built around very 
elemental religious needs. He shows us 
how in a world as uncertain as ours 
the church must confront people with 
Christ as an answer to their problems 
and as a source of power for triumphant 
living. The Christian message is not 
watered down, as the author insists on 
the necessity for the new birth and takes 
seriously Jesus’ words, ‘‘Ye must be 
born again.’’ As would be expected of 
an Episcopalian, he lays great emphasis 
also upon the significance of the church 
and the value to be found in her ritual 
and sacraments. He concludes with a 
strong appeal for a more vigorous Chris- 
tian witness on the part of the average 
individual, feeling that the church must 
enlist its laymen in its evangelistic task 
more completely than they have been 
enlisted before. 

At times this tends to become one of 
the ‘‘how to do it’’ books but the earnest- 
ness of the author’s Christian faith and 
his depth of religious insight save it 
from becoming superficial. This book 
could be placed in the hands of sincere 
seekers to answer their personal doubts 
and also in the hands of new church 
members who need instruction in order 
to grow in their faith. 


KENNETH G. PHIFER. 


Alexandria, Va. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





An Adventure in Discipleship. Roger Lloyd. 


Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., N. Y. 85 
cents, paper. 
Marblehead. Bill Brinkley. Fleming H. 


Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 


The Douglass Sunday School Lessons—1954. 
Earl L. Douglass. The Macmillan Co., N. Y. 
$2.95. 


Uniform Lesson Commentary—1954. 
liam M. Horn. 
phia. $2.75. 


Wil- 
Muhlenburg Press, Philadel- 


Today’s Good News. Alvin E. Bell. Muhlen- 
berg Press, Philadelphia. $1.75. 


We Can Win Others. 


Theron Chastain, 
Judson Press, Philadelphia. 


The Divine Physician. 
John Knox Press, 
paper. 


William B. Ward. 
Richmond, Va. 50 cents, 


GOWNS 


PULPIT-CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 


BAPTISMAL 





Life Is Worth Living. Fulton J. Sheen. 
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., N. Y. $3.75. 


One Generation after Another. 
Ellenwood. Chas. 
$3.00. 

Christian Realism and Political Problems. 
Reinhold Niebuhr. Chas. Scribner’s Sons, 
N. Y. $3.00. 


James Lee 
Scribner’s Sons, N. Y. 


Young People in Your Church. Herbert 
Carleton Mayer. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J. $2.50. 


Teen-age Gangs. Dale Kramer & Madeline 
Karr. Henry Holt & Co., N. Y. $3.00. 


Sermons Preached at Harvard. Willard L. 
Sperry. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.00. 

The Sun and the Umbrella. Nels F. S. 
Ferre. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2.00. 

Vagrant Viking. Peter Freuchen. 
Messner, Inc., N. Y. $5.00. 


Julian 


The Church and Mental Health. Edited by 
Paul B. Maves. Chas. Scribner's Sons, N. Y. 
$4.00. 


The Church School Nursery Class. 
Elizabeth Venable. Pilgrim Press, 
75¢c, paper. 


Mary 
Boston. 


What Can I Believe About God? George S. 
Reamey. Wm. Byrd Press, Richmond. $1.00. 


Partners in Prayer. Edited by Charlotte 
Marvin Clough. Doubleday & Co., N. Y. $2.95. 


China’s New Creative Age. Hewlett John- 
son. International Publishers, N. Y. $2.50. 


Toward the New Testament of the Future. 
Henry William Berger. Exposition Press, 
N. Y. $5.00. 


The Story of Peter Tschaikowsky—Part I. 
Opal Wheeler. E. P. Dutton & Co., Ince., 
N. Y. $3.00. 


The Church We Love. Wilbur La Roe, Jr. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville. $1.25. 





Proclaiming the truths of the 
Bible is the prime task of the 
Sunday school teacher. 
BROADMAN COMMENTS, 1954 
POINTS FOR EMPHASIS, 1954 

make the major points clear, 
concise— 
easily 


understood 









BROADMAN COMMENTS is 
published yearly to help teachers 
prepare interest-provoking, Bible- 


centered lessons. Here is a com- 
mentary on the International 
Sunday school lessons, Uniform 
Series, which is practical and satis- 
fying help for class members also. 


POINTS FOR EMPHASIS, 
pocket size, gives an introduction, 
a summary, and comments on 
every lesson—with a brief ap- 
plication to contemporary living. 
Includes daily Bible readings. In 
its thirty-seventh edition. 

75 cents 


Buy these Broadman books 
| at your nearest Book Store 
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MENTION 


CHANGES 

Robert A. Pfrangle, Henderson, Ky., 
has acepted a call to the Old Stone 
church, Lewisburg, W. Va. 

Richard R. Potter, director of the 
church’s current Negro Work campaign, 
will become pastor of the First church, 
Staunton, Va., in mid-November. 

G. William Ingram, who has been pas- 
tor in Gassaway and Sutton, W. Va., is 
now in Neon, Ky., where he will serve 
the Isom and Haymond churches, 

Everett K. Brown from Bryson City, 
N. C., to 401 New Market Rd., Alexan- 
dria, Va. 

Henry L. Reaves from Gainesville, 
Fla., to Star Route, Florence, S. C. 
(Hopewell and Bethesda churches). 

Allan E. Schoff from Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, to 3621 N. Pine Grove Ave., Chi- 
cago 13, Ill., Nov. 10. 

John A, Womendorf, Princeton, W. Va., 
has been called to the Westminster 
church, Charleston, W. Va. 

Donald H. Goshorn, formerly of West- 
minster church, Charleston, W. Va., is 
now engaged in the real estate and in- 
surance business in Richmond, Va. 

Jack B. McMichael, regional director 
of Christian Education for Texas and 
Oklahoma, is on sabbatical leave, study- 
ing at Union Seminary, N. Y., and 
Teachers’ Ccllege. Address: 512 W. 
122nd St., N. Y. 27. 

Daniel B. Churton recently requested 
that the pastoral relationship with the 








DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 
Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by 
North Central Association of Col- 
leges and Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equip- 
ment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 


R. B. PURDUM, President 


Spring Valley church, Huntington, W. 
Va., be dissolved and that he be allowed 
to labor outside the bounds of Kanawha 
Presbytery. 

J. H. Hardin from Waskom, Texas, to 
Box 486, Clarksville, Ark. 

John T. Reed from Kerrville, Texas, 
to Box 128, Route 1, Millington, Tenn. 

R. Frederick Brown, Jefferson, N. C., 
requested Winston-Salem Presbytery to 
dissolve his pastorate at its recent meet- 


. ing and to grant him permission to labor 


outside the bounds of the presbytery. 


ASHLIN WHITE LECTURER 

Thomas Allan, evangelist for the 
Church of Scotland for a three - year 
term, will be the Ashlin White Lecturer 
in the First church, Mooresville, N. C., 
Nov. 8-13. Tenth in this unique and 
valuable annual series, Mr. Allan will 
speak each evening on ‘‘Christian Wit- 
ness in the Secular World.’’ 


BADER GETS AWARD 

Jesse M. Bader, director of evange 
ism for the National Council of Churche 
received the 1953 ‘‘Upper Room Award! 
for Christian leadership recently. he 
presentation, in the name of the dail 
devotional guide of the Methodist Church 
went to Dr. Bader for ‘‘his many ye 
of leadership in the cause of evangelisr 
and devotional life, and his sponsorshij 
of the annual observance of world-wid 
Communion Sunday by Protestant de 
nominations.’’ A Disciples of Christ min 
ister, Dr. Bader plans to retire fronf 
this post this year. 


ATLANTA 


Albert C, Outler, professor of theology 
in Southern Methodist University, 
speaking under auspices of the Greater 
University at Columbia Seminary 
Agnes Scott College, Nov. 2-4. 
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